
 ◄ August September  2017 October ►

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 
Food Pantry
Hardwick 
Town Hall
9:30– 11:30 
am

2 

3 Communion
Worship 10 am
HU

4 
Labor Day

5 6 7 

Choir 
Rehearsal 
5:15-6:30 pm
NB

8 9 
New Braintree
Country Fair
9am – 10 pm

10 Rally Day
“Manna from 
Heaven” class 
8:30 – 9:30am
Worship 10 am
HU
Choir 9:15 am
Sunday School
10 am  

11 12 

Hand Bell 
Choir 
Rehearsal
7:30-9pm, HU

13 14 

Choir 
Rehearsal 
5:15-6:30 pm
NB
TPC Meeting
6 pm HU

15 
Food Pantry
Hardwick 
Town Hall
9:30– 11:30 
am

16 

17 
Worship 10 am
HU
Choir 9:15 am
Sunday School
10 am  
Baptisms during
worship

18 
Mustard Seed

19 

Hand Bell 
Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:30-9pm, HU

20 21 Choir 
Rehearsal 
5:15-6:30 pm
NB
Home 
Gathering at 
Barbara 
Clough’s 
6pm

22 

Home 
Gathering at 
Margerite 
Crevier’s
 2 pm

23 

24 
Blessing of the 
Animals at 
Stone Church 
10 am
Home Gathering
at Ginny Rich’s 
3 pm

25 26 

Hand Bell 
Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:30-9pm, HU

27 

Bible Study
4:30 NB 

28

 
Choir 
Rehearsal 
5:15-6:30 pm
NB

29 
“Fun and 
Faith Night” 
Open House
6pm, Stone 
Church, 6pm

30 

More Calendars from WinCalendar: 2017, Excel Calendar, Calendar PDF

Sunday School returns 9/10/17 led by Ashley Stolgitis.  If you know 
of anyone interested in Nursery Time, please contact Pastor Deb @ 
debasheps@aol.com 
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                                          Jottings by Loren Gould
     Do you have a favorite season of the year?  My wife always preferred fall.  It marked the end 
of the growing season and a lessening of work for her.  She could gather and enjoy the fruits of 
her labors.  Frost soon terminated the activities of the mosquitoes and many of the other 
insects of summer.  The trees would turn color and she could relax and enjoy the fall.
     I, on the other hand, have always preferred spring.  I love to see life returning.  The early 
flowers some of which will blossom under snow, such as snowdrops, before it melts always 
promise the return of life.  Soon there is the great variety of green showing in the leaves of the 
varied trees and other plants on the property.  I’ve always seen May as the month of green and 
wish I could paint all the various shades of green that nature exhibits so freely.  The birds return 
in full force and the air is filled with their calls as they mate and build their nests.  My 
groundhogs always make their presence known and soon the young ones are working at trying 
to eat my wife’s flowers.
     Once again my wife and I disagreed.  There were many areas where we opposed each other’s 
beliefs but we got along well because we respected the other’s beliefs.  If we were out hiking 
and two paths diverged, my wife would always choose the one that appeared to be headed 
downhill while I always wanted to follow the one leading up.  We solved that minor problem by 
her waiting at the fork in the trail while I climbed the one going uphill!
     Other people prefer summer with its hot days and lots of sunshine.  True, there were 
interruptions by thunderstorms and an occasional hurricane, but the majority of the days were 
suitable for outdoor activities.  I liked to watch baseball in the daylight but now most of the 
games are at night.  Neither my wife nor I enjoyed humid weather in that kitchen which my wife 
used for her bread baking until we switched to the bread machine.
     I believe that most of the homemade bread today is made by machine.  It certainly makes the
process much easier but you don’t have the ability to make multiple loaves unless you have 
multiple bread makers.  There is also the minor problem of the hollow left in the loaf that the 
blade that mixes the dough leaves.  It takes less time and certainly a lot less observation of the 
bread while it is being made.  There is no need for double rising as that is programmed into the 
machine and cleanup is simpler with no remnants of dough to be washed off the mixer as it was 
with the original type.
     A variation on this would be the old ice cream maker that my father used occasionally in the 
summer to make his specialty of pear ice cream.  I have never seen a commercial version of pear
ice cream although there may well be one.  I remember the double chamber with ice and salt 
added that surrounded the inner core where the ice cream was made with a wooden paddle 
operated from the top by hand.  You always hoped to the one who got to lick the paddle when 
the ice cream was ready.  It didn’t make a very large amount of ice cream but it certainly tasted 
good.  Now we buy most of our ice cream from the store although the ice cream man still comes
around in summer to many neighborhoods.  My wife use to insult her family’s ice cream by 
wanting to buy the commercial kind that she thought was superior to the home made type.  
That was because her folks made ice cream much more often than my father did!

Home Gatherings
As communicated in the August Herald, The Tri-Parish Committee is setting up a 
series of home gatherings as a forum for members and friends of the Tri-Parish 
Community Church to talk about their ideas, hopes and vision for the church going 
forward.  Three such gatherings have been scheduled to try to offer them at times 
convenient to various people. 

Thursday, 9/21 at 6 pm at the home of Barbara Clough, 
            431 Utley Rd., New Braintree    
Friday, 9/22 at 2pm at the home of Margerite Crevier
            1343 Hardwick Rd., Hardwick
Sunday, 9/24 at 3pm at the home of Ginny Rich
             33 Peach St, Barre

Issues to be addressed at each of these gatherings will be:
-    What role should the Tri Parish Community Church have in the 
      community?
-     What is one question that you have about the Tri Parish Community 
      Church?
-     What is one (or more) issue that needs to be addressed by the Tri Parish 
      Community Church?
-     What type of activities/fund raising should be promoted by the Tri Parish 
      Community Church?
 -    How can we all work together to strengthen the Tri Parish Community 
      Church?

We want to be sure that the Tri Parish is heading in a direction that meets the needs 
of the Community and reflects local values and priorities.  In order to be successful 
we need the input that only you can provide.  We are in hopes that all members and 
friends of the TPCC will be able to participate in one of these sessions, after which 
information gathered will be shared with the Tri-Parish Committee and Pastor to 
guide our future planning.  Ginny Rich may be contacted with any questions at 978-
355-4485

Bible Study Planned

 A new Bible Study will start Wednesday, September 27th at 4:30 pm at the New 
Braintree Church led by Shawna Andrews.  Anyone interested can leave a message at 
the church office 508-867-3306.



       Friday FUN & Faith Night aka Date Night for 
parents!

Can’t seem to make it to church on Sundays with your Children?  Want
them to learn about the Commandments and the teachings of Jesus?  
Would love to be able to go out to supper with your spouse, partner,
friend but finding a sitter can be difficult? How about 2 hours of 
silence by yourself or grocery shopping, etc.  Pastor Deb and a few 
others are developing a Friday night program to be held at The Stone
Church from 6 - 8pm a couple of Fridays/month.  Learning fun songs 
to sing or to play along with rhythm instruments, storytelling by 
Pastor Deb & guests and Games Galore!  Pre-K - 8th grade are welcome
to participate.  If enough interest there may also be a Nursery 
Time.  High School students are welcome to help herd and earn 
community service hours.  We ask that all children be fed before 
drop-off, we will only have water available.  Information and 
Emergency Fact & Contact Sheets will need to be completed prior to 
leaving your child with us.  Please contact the TPCC Office via 
email: triparishcc@gmail.com and put FFFN or Date Night in the 
Subject line, include the number and ages of the children you are 
interested in participating in this Friday Fun & Faith Night.    I 
am hoping to have an Open House at The Stone Church on 9/29/17 at 
6pm.   Please pass this along to anyone you know that might like 
their children to attend or some time alone or a date night.  All 
are welcome, no assumptions and it’s free! 

New Braintree Country Fair – September 9th, 9am-10pm
The New Braintree Country Fair will be held Saturday, September 9th beginning at 9 a.m. with 
tag sales.  We have a lot of fun things planned for our Fair this 
year. Free Pony rides, free family games and races, free dunk 
tank, raffles, Church Bar B Q, vendors, ice cream, fire safe 
house, state police demonstration, car show, burn outs, bon 
fire at disk, music and beer tent. This will be a nice 
community event that everyone can afford to attend. We look 
forward to seeing you!                                        
— New Braintree Country Fair Committee  Note:  New Braintree 
Congregational Church will be having some food booths…
donations of baked goods or an hour or so of your time would 
be appreciated…Please stop by.

2017 TPCC Hardwick Fair Dinner Summary

The 2017 Hardwick Fair Dinner was a success!  Despite the challenges presented with the Board of 
Heath requirements Pastor Deb was able to quickly regroup and move forward with the plan to 
purchase lasagna and utilize the New Braintree Town Hall ovens to cook the majority of the lasagna.  
The remainder were cooked at the Hardwick Congregational Church.  Thanks to New Braintree, in 
particular Bill Howland for the use of their facilities, and thanks to all the folks who made donations 
and the volunteers for all their hard work.

It was a steamy wet evening which resulted in a smaller turn-out than normal.  About half of the food 
was served.  We sold 88 meat lasagna tickets, 10 vegie lasagna tickets, and 5 children’s tickets for a 
total of 103 meals served.   

Jennifer Pollard, New Braintree  

Choir Notes
Looking for singers, people who can carry a tune.  Don't have to be able to read music. 
Sopranos, Altos, Tenors Basses and those who don't know where they would place in the 
choir.  Choir rehearsals will resume August 31, 5:15 – 6:30pm at the New Braintree Church.

Dress-Down Day at Eagle Hill Raised $500 for TPCC

The following students and faculty at the Eagle Hill School donated to the TPCC by participating in a Dress-
Down Day organized by Arianna Sharpe:  Arianna Sharpe, Gabby Simpson, Hannah Simpson, Cassidy Breen, 
Elana Rossi, Isabella Ward, Anna Novelli, Maiah KleyKamp, Emma Van Pelt, Deirdre Meagher, KJ Price, 
Michelle Gzuber, Parker Colms, Gracie Clifford, Natasha Sickenius, Lydia Rosen, Martin Cummings, Eddie 
Carrol, Hailey Stringfield, Joey Walsh, Ian Miller, Alec Brown, Alex Andressen, Keely Stanczak, Chace Yunker,
Jennifer Flaherty, Kelly Noaln, Annabel Dannheim, Hannah Pareles, Lucia Escobar, Fernando Escobar, Tierney 
Esler, Kate Lodge, Marissa Williams, Bo Moore, Rylie Tong, Curt Pfannenstiel,Erik Plumb, Sophia Perelman, 
Andrea Calvert, Dylan Krim, Emilio Riojas, Tommy Gates, Sam Burrough, Ashley Mintz, Mide Ogunwuyi, 
Kipp Warton, Gavin McCinnon, Kyle Ebanks, George Medina, Charlie Shoemaker, Elena Golden, Bianca 
DiVincenzo, Lindsey Luellen, Noah Shaw, , Dr. Cronin, Mrs. Walsh, Mrs. Bonica, Mrs. Mackiewitz, Mrs. 
Shanks, Mr. Stone, Mrs. Martin, Mrs. Bobka, Dr. Mccaffey, Mr. Lovejoy, Mr. Aldrich, Mrs. Aldrich, Mrs. 
Amidon, Mr. Nastasi, Mrs. Nastasi, Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Escobar.

All are thanked for their contribution, in particular Arianna Sharpe who organized the event.

Hardwick Memorial Bell Choir News:

Eight members participated in the Area 1 Festival of Bells at U Mass Amherst in June, 
which was a great success.  The Bell Choir will resume weekly rehearsals on Tuesday 
9/12/17, 7:30 – 9 pm at the Hardwick Universalist Church.  The group will offer a 
wreath making workshop in December to raise funds for their travel insurance (details 
below.

mailto:triparishcc@gmail.com


Wreath Making Workshop 

The Hardwick Memorial Handbell Choir will host a Wreath Making Workshop led by Ray 
Savage, Friday December 1st at the Hardwick Universalist Church.  A soup and sandwich 
supper at 6 pm will be followed by a wreath making workshop for the all-inclusive price of 
$15 prepaid with your registration.  There is a limit of 20 participants, so those interested 
should make their reservation by calling Margerite Crevier at 413-477-6942 or Cindy Baird 
at 413-967-8780.

Rambling Thoughts from a Rambling Pastor~ 8/28/17

Dear Friends,
Where has this summer gone?  That phrase reminds me of the song:  “Where Have All the 

Flowers Gone.” Which in turn, reminds me that soon the season will change from summer to autumn.
I just realized that I didn’t get a tan this summer, my Shepard Freckles didn’t pop out on my nose and 
cheeks this summer.  I’ve been doing a lot of writing, computer work, meetings, preparations, 
visitations, appointments & physical therapy, time in my car traversing from community to 
community.  I find I’m spending most of my time inside buildings or inside my car.  Though by 
spending so much of my time in my car, I do see and experience God’s Creation.  What gifts of God’s
Creation have you experienced this summer?  Where have you seen God in your daily life? 

When not in my car, a fair amount of time I'm on my computer or cellphone answering 
emails, calls & txts (hopefully in a timely manner) and writing Worship, The Crook, and preparing 
the worship resources and leading Worship.  I love having God nudge me and love sharing new views
on old scriptures.   Though technology assists me greatly in being able to do my Pastoral Work 
wherever I am, it also means it is hard to set boundaries on when to unplug.  I highly recommend 
taking time to unplug.  

Starting this September, I will be posting my ‘unplugged times’ and though this feels very 
selfish, I know that I need to set an example and tend myself.  When I’m not tending myself well, 
when I don’t give myself the time to replenish the wellspring of Jesus inside me, I become too 
sensitive and exhaustion sets in.  Yes, you will still be able to reach me 24/7 for Pastoral  
Emergencies, that is my covenant with you.  On a day when I’m unplugged you may receive an auto-
response stating I’m unplugged and directions on how to reach me for a timely reason or when I will 
return a response. My hope is that by ‘unplugging’ I will be able to do some new things. 

I really want to put some energy into a new project called: Friday Fun & Faith Night aka Date
Night (read the listing found in this Herald.) in hopes of providing a service and an alternative to 
Sunday morning Sunday School to more families in our communities.  

After church yesterday, I was asked about the meaning of the colors of the four horses in the 
reading from Revelation.  I realized that I didn’t want to just give a quick answer so I said; ‘That 

would be a great subject for a study.’  If you have a scripture reading that you would like to delve 
deeper into, write it down.  If you only know the story and don’t know where it’s found in the Bible 
that’s ok…I’ll find it.  To try and meet these questions: let’s once a month Bible Study that would be 
before Worship 8:30 - 9:30 every second Sunday with a set question or topic that comes from the 
group at the previous class.   The first Manna from Heaven Bible Study Class will be 9/10 at 8:30am 
and the question for that class is:  ‘What is the meaning of the colors of the 4 Horses in Revelation 6: 
1 - 8?”  Bring a Bible if you have one, if you don’t there will be a variety of Bibles available.  Read 
the above scripture and jot down your questions and/or your interpretation of this reading.  (can be 
read at www.biblegateway.com and type in the scripture.  You can choose what 
version/interpretation/translation of the Bible you want.  It’s also printable and you can jot your 
thoughts down before class. Another thought for this first class: ‘If you don’t know how to read 
apocalyptic literature, it’s the end of the world; if you do know how, it isn’t.’  Food for Thought.

Bless your Hearts…………..Pastor Deb

                               We Care Teams   Sharing in Ministry  

                           September 3        September 10      September 17      September 24                              

                               Team 2                 Team 3                Team 1                 Team 2         
                                                                           

                                               September  Birthdays

                  9/8    Lee Fussell

                  9/16  Theron Fussell

                  9/17  Luke Wilson

                  
.

            (please let us know of any errors or if we have missed anyone so we can update our list)

http://www.biblegateway.com/


We would love to share your news!
*E-mail Submissions triparishcc@gmail.com      Please put “For Herald” in subject line.  Or call the

church Office 508-867-3306
 To Contact our Pastor

Pastor Deb Shepard  Cell: 413-478-0731  Home:  413-267-5224
Email:  debasheps@aol.com

Appointments: scheduled at either the
Pastor’s Office or at your home.  Please

contact Pastor Deb to make arrangements. 
                                                          *note new e-mail address
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